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IOGAôs 2009 Annual Meeting is right around 
the corner - 10 days and counting - and itôs 
already looking to be a major success with 
attendance reaching over 500 and a sold out 
Trade and Equipment Show.   
 
The meeting kicks off Tuesday, May 19

th
 

with a Welcome reception and runs until 
Thursday, May 21

st
 and ends with an after-

noon of fun including golf, clay shooting and 
fishing.   
 
The addition of an indoor Exhibitor Trade-
show  and outdoor Equipment Show  has 
been very popular.  ñThe Trade and Equip-
ment show will be a valuable networking ex-
perience for many of our members and for oil 
and gas service companies to exhibit their 
services and showcase their equipment,ò 
said Lou DôAmico, Executive Director of 
IOGA. ñMaking these connections is vital to 
the continued growth of this industry here in 
Pennsylvaniaò.   
 
This yearôs new venue at Seven Springs 
Mountain Resort  has allowed IOGA to ex-
pand the meeting seminars, including break-

A coalition of Americaôs oil and natural gas producers have released the findings of a major research initiative, which, 
among other things, concludes that enacting new federal environmental regulations - especially related to hydraulic frac-
turing - could have disastrous economic consequences and increase our dependence on foreign sources of oil. 
Known as Project BRIEF - Bringing Real Information on Energy Forward - the research initiative is comprised of 
studies on the history and progress of effective state regulation of energy development, the proper role of the federal 
government in regulating development, and the economic consequences associated with changes to existing regulatory 
frameworks.  To highlight the Project BRIEF findings and educate the public, the coalition also launched a new website, 
which can be found at www.EnergyInDepth.org . 
 
ñThe scope of the Project BRIEF research project is unprecedented, and its findings are stark,ò said Lee Fuller of the 
Independent Petroleum Association of America, one of the coalition organizers which represents the 5,000 smaller, inde-
pendent producers that drill 90 percent of the nationôs wells.  ñImplementing new federal regulations that threaten domes-
tic energy production and increase costs - without creating any additional environmental benefits - is the wrong policy 
course for the country, and could cost thousands of hard-working Americans their jobs.  Thatôs the bottom line in the 
BRIEF reports, and the reason weôve launched this public education initiative.ò  
 
Americaôs natural gas and oil producers provide massive untold contributions to the national economy, and play a critical 
role in ensuring that Americaôs energy needs are - and will continue to be - met.  Saddling these producers with new, 
unnecessary, and ineffective environmental regulations could put them out of business, destroy jobs, and increase our 
U.S. dependence on foreign sources of energy. Thatôs especially true if lawmakers in Congress move forward with plans 

(Continued on page 2) 

U.S. Natural Gas and Oil Producers Launch ñEnergy In Depthò Initiative to 
Educate the Public, Prevent Losses  

out sessions focusing on key topics  to the 
industryôs growth: Transportation & Market-
ing, Safety and Water Disposal & Withdrawal 
issues. Attorney General Tom Corbett  will 
be the keynote lunch speaker on Wednesday 
and a fundraiser reception will be held di-
rectly following the lunch from 1:00 p.m. to 
2:00 p.m. Rep. Tim Solobay , Co-Chair of 
the Oil and Gas Caucus, will present on the 
caucusô efforts in Harrisburg on behalf of the 
industry during dinner. After dinner, donôt 
forget about Monte Carlo Night ! 
 
Get out your golf clubs, sporting rifles and 
fishing rods on Thursday and enjoy a day of 
fun and networking during the Annual Meet-
ing Golf Outing, Sporting Clays and Fish-
ing Tournament . Attendees can also take 
advantage of all the other activities that 
Seven Springs has to offer ï for more infor-
mation go to www.7springs.com .    
 
The yearôs meeting theme, ñIn the Eye of 
the Stormò depicts the tumultuous times of 
this industry on a global, national and state 
level. Come and ride out the storm with us at 
7 Springs!  See you there! 

http://www.7springs.com
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to target hydraulic fracturing, a safe and commonly used production technology that renders possible the efficient extrac-
tion of energy resources from shale rock. 
 
ñEnergy is the lifeblood of our economy and the fuel that sustains and creates good jobs here at home,ò Fuller continued.   
 
ñThe men and women who work for Americaôs roughly five thousand small and independent oil and natural gas produc-
ers are using 21st century technology to develop supplies safely, efficiently, and effectively - as their long record of 
achievement illustrates.  Policymakers and the American public need to get unvarnished facts and see firsthand the envi-
ronmentally-sensitive technology we have at our command today to produce energy safely.  Theyôll get both, and more, 
with Energy in Depth.ò 
 
Key Findings of the Project BRIEF reports include:  
 
1.2 million Americans are directly employed by domestic oil and natural gas producers  
 
In 2007 alone, the industry invested a record $226 billion in domestic exploration and production, driving countless state 
and local economies  
 
In 2007, the oil and gas industry paid public and private landowners $30 billion in royalties.  
State regulation of the domestic energy activities has effectively protected the environment and public health for over a 
century.   
 
Potential new regulations now circling around Washington could:  

¶ Force the closure of more than half of Americaôs oil wells and a third of our gas wells 

¶ Cost the federal government $4 billion in revenue; state treasuries would lose $785 million 

¶ Slash domestic oil production by 183,000 barrels per day; natural gas by 245 billion cubic feet per year 
 
For more information on Project BRIEF and to learn more about American energy production, visit 
www.EnergyInDepth.org - a first-of-its kind, insiderôs look at domestic energy production. It features a virtual well site, a 
storehouse of interactive features and videos aimed at giving users an up-close view of American oil and natural gas 
production. 
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IPAAôS Energy In Depth Website:  www.energyindepth.org  

ñEnergy In Depthò Initiative  

http://www.EnergyInDepth.org
http://www.energyindepth.org/
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Some of the other features visitors will find useful on   
Energy In Depth:  
 
Interactive State-by-State Map: Includes data on how 
many jobs would be at risk and how much annual tax and 
royalty revenue each state would stand to lose under 
regulations currently being considered in both state and 
federal legislatures.  
 
Frac In Depth/Environment In Depth: A stand-alone sec-
tion devoted to the who, what, when, how, and where of 
a drilling practice known as hydraulic fracturing - along 
with a separate section detailing recent breakthroughs in 
technology that are allowing producers to protect and 
preserve our environment. Hydraulic fracturing is respon-
sible for delivering 30 percent of Americaôs oil and natural 
gas, and has aided in the extraction of more than 600 
trillion cubic feet of natural gas and seven billion barrels 
of oil over the history of its use.  
 
Comprehensive Energy Research Library: The product of 
months of independent research and hundreds of hours 
of document assembly, the library brings together re-
ports, studies and hard-to-find analyses to complement 
the siteôs already established content. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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ñEnergy In Depthò Initiative  

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has released a new 
report called "Modern Shale Gas Development in the 
United States: A Primer." The Primer provides regulators, 
policy makers, and the public with an objective source of 
information on the technology advances and challenges 
that accompany deep shale gas development.  
  
Link to the Primer or go to www.energy.gov  
  
DOE recognized the need for a report that presents credi-
ble, factual information to address these questions. The 
Primer describes the importance of shale gas in meeting 
the future energy needs of the United States. It provides an 
overview of modern shale gas development, as well as a 
summary of federal, state, and local regulations applicable 
to the natural gas production industry, and describes envi-
ronmental considerations related to shale gas develop-
ment. 
 
Clean-burning natural gas will continue to play a vital role in 
meeting U.S. energy needs. And, U.S. natural gas supply is 
expected to come increasingly from domestic gas-filled 
shales. Key to the emergence of shale gas production has 
been the refinement of horizontal drilling and hydraulic frac-

turing technologies. These technologies enable industry to 
produce more natural gas from the shale formations eco-
nomically and with less disturbance of surface environ-
ments. 
 
Protecting and conserving water resources is an important 
aspect of producing shale gas, and this DOE-funded effort 
was championed by the Ground Water Protection Council, 
the national association of state ground water and under-
ground injection agencies whose mission is to promote the 
protection and conservation of ground water for all benefi-
cial uses. The Primer provides fact-based technical infor-
mation for public education and informed regulation and 
policy decisions on the environmentally responsible devel-
opment of the Nationôs shale gas resources.  

DOE-Funded Primer Underscores Technology Advances, Challenges of 
Shale Gas Development  


